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PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL 



Sir: 

This is a petition to have the above-identified application accorded 
"special" status under 37 CFR 1.102(c). For the reasons set forth below, the subject 
invention will materially enhance the quality of the environment and will materially 
contribute to the development and conservation of energy resources. 

In brief, the subject invention relates generally to fuel cells and, more 
specifically, to fuels cells, electrode assemblies, and electrodes that comprise silicon 
substrates and/or sol-gel derived support structures, as well as to methods relating thereto. 
As is appreciated by those skilled in the art, a fuel cell is an energy conversion device that 
consists essentially of two opposing electrodes, an anode and a cathode, ionically 
connected together via an interposing electrolyte. Unlike a battery, fuel cell reactants are 



1 



supplied externally rather than internally. Fuel cells operate by converting fuels, such as 
hydrogen or a simple hydrocarbon (e.g., methanol), to electrical power through an 
electrochemical process rather than combustion. It does so by harnessing the electrons 
released from controlled oxidation-reduction reactions occurring on the surface of a 
catalyst. A fuel cell can produce electricity continuously so long as fuel and oxidant are 
supplied from an outside source. 

Because the subject invention is directed to an essentially non-polluting 
energy conversion device (unlike conventional fossil fuel energy conversion devices with 
their concomitant pollution problems), it is believed that the invention will materially 
enhance the quality of the environment of mankind, especially the air and water of 
mankind's environment. In addition, and because the subject invention can provide 
energy without the burning of fossil fuels, it is believed that the subject invention will 
materially contribute to the conservation of mankind's existing energy resources. 
Moreover, and as compared to existing internal combustion technologies, fuel cell 
technologies specifically relate to the more efficient utilization of energy resources. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully request that this petition 
to make special be granted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BARNARD, LOOP & McCORMACK LLP 




Registration No. 42,810 
P.O. Box 58888 
Seattle, WA 98138-1888 
(206) 381-3100 phone 
(206) 381-3101 fax 



2 



